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Introduction- 

The Minimum Dose Doctrine is one of the foundational principles of Homoeopathy. Proposed by Dr. 

Samuel Hahnemann, it states that the curative medicine should be given in the smallest possible quantity 

that is just enough to stimulate the vital force and bring about cure—without causing any side effects or 

aggravation. This principle makes homoeopathy gentle, safe, and long-lasting in its effect. 

Meaning of Minimum Dose- 

Minimum dose means: 

A dose so small that 

 It can act on the vital force, 

 Yet does not produce unnecessary drug symptoms, 

 And avoids violent aggravations. 

It is not the quantity of material substance, but the quality of dynamic energy released through 

potentisation that works. 

Guidelines by different authors- 

Dr. Samuel Hahnemann 

In his Organon of Medicine, Dr. Hahnemann stated about Law of Minimum as- 

Sec.275-   “The suitableness of a medicine for any given case of disease does not depend on its accurate 

homoeopathic selection alone, but likewise on the proper size, or rather smallness, of the dose.” 

Sec.276–“A medicine, even though it may be homeopathically suited to the case of disease, does harm in 

every dose that is too large, the more harm the larger the dose….” 

Dr. H.A. Robert 

According to H A Roberts the law of dosage could be summarized from 3fundamental laws . 

1) Law of least action and quantity 

The quantity of action necessary to effect any change in nature is least possible. The decisive amount is 

always the minimum, an infinitesimal. 

2) Law of quantity and dose 

The quantity of drug required is inverse ratio to its similarity. 

3) Law of quality 

The quality of action of homoeopathic medicines is determined by its quantity in its inverse ratio.



Carrol Dunham 

In his Science of therapeutics he says that the most vigorous opposition from old school as well as chief 

ground of division among the homoeopaths was upon the question of infinitesimal dose .Dunham says 

that the question of minimum dose is manifestly an open one. He states in favour of infinitesimal dose 

and concludes that there are many evidences in chronic disease that many medicines have acted in very 

large doses. 

HistoricalBackground- 

Before Hahnemann’s time, and indeed in his early work, he used crude doses, similar to the medical 

practice of his time. 

But he observed: 

Higher doses caused strong aggravations, patients experienced unnecessary suffering and even curative 

medicines produced unwanted drug symptoms. 

When he became convinced of this, he reduced the dose, dividing and again dividing the dose, watching 

closely the results. He soon found that the smaller the dose, the more beneficient the results. 

He found that reducing the dose through dilution and succession increased the curative power and 

reduced harmful effects. This discovery led to the development of potentisation. 

For if disease be dynamic in nature, the use of a remedy to cure, or even to reach the disease, must be 

dynamic, rather than physiological, in form and power. The more Hahnemann became convinced of the 

dynamic nature of disease, the more he sought the dynamic plane in medicine, and the more beneficial he 

found the administration of the similia and the minimum dose. 

Why Lesser Quantity Produces Deeper Action 

1. Action on the Vital Force is Dynamic, Not Material- 

According to Hahnemann: 

Disease is a dynamic disturbance of the vital force. Therefore, cure should also be dynamic 

Potentised medicines, though material quantity is reduced, contain increased dynamic energy, which 

interacts directly with the disturbed vital force. 

2. Highly Sensitive Vital Force Responds Better to Small Stimuli- 

Vital force is extremely sensitive. 

A slightest dynamic influence can start a chain of curative reactions. 

Thus: 

 Small doses stimulate gently 

 Large doses can overwhelm or shock the system 

 Smallest dose = maximum cooperation of vital force.(Arndt-Schultz law) 

3. Strong Doses May Suppress or Produce Drug Symptoms- 

Large doses often create: 

 Medicinal disease stronger than natural disease 

 Drug proving symptoms 

 Aggravation of existing complaints 



4. Potentisation Increases Quality, Not Quantity- 

Through potentisation, the material part decreases, but the dynamic power increases. 

Therefore: Less quantity, More energy and Deeper penetration 

The smallest dose in potentised form acts more deeply because it can reach the dynamic plane where 

disease originates. 

5. Minimum Dose Prevents Homoeopathic Aggravation- 

When the dose is too large, it can cause: 

 Temporary worsening of symptoms 

 Unnecessary patient discomfort 

Hahnemann realised that: 

“The most appropriate dose is always the smallest possible dose.” 

A gentle, mild stimulus ensures smooth, uninterrupted cure. 

Sourcebooks- 

1. Hahnemann S. Organon of Medicine translated from fifth edition, with an appendix, by R.E.  

Dudgeon and 6th edition by W. Boericke 

2. Sarkar B.K. Organon of Medicine by Samuel Hahnemann with an Introduction and Commentary on the 

text; Birla Publications Pvt. Ltd. Delhi. 

3. Roberts HA, The principles and art of cure by homoeopathy. New Delhi: B. Jain Publishers. 

4. Dunham C. Homoeopathy: the science of therapeutics. New Delhi: B. Jain Publishers. 
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Meaning  
In repertorial language, agony refers to: 

• Extreme physical suffering, 

• Intense pain with restlessness, 

• A state resembling the death-agony. 

 

It is more physical + mental, but dominated by physical torment. 

 

Example (Agony) 

A patient is: 

• rolling on bed with intense pain, 

• crying, restless, 

• feeling he will die from the pain. 

This is agony—intense pain with physical manifestations. 

While the terms agony and anguish are often used interchangeably to denote extreme pain, the primary 

distinction lies in their common application: agony often refers to intense physical pain, whereas anguish 

typically implies severe mental or emotional suffering 



.  

Agony vs Anguish 

Feature  Anguish Agony 

Primary Reference Mental/emotional distress (grief, dread, despair, anxiety) Physical pain (acute, intense 

pain of the body) 

Secondary Reference can also refer to severe physical pain, though less common in general usage can also 

refer to acute mental pain (e.g., "the agony of defeat" or "agony of doubt") 

Intensity Refers to severe, often torturing or crushing, grief or dread that might linger Suggests pain that is 

almost unbearable and may produce physical reactions like contortions or writhing 

Duration often prolonged, potentially lasting for days or months, especially when related to trauma or loss 

can be acute and permanent, often described as intense at the moment it is experienced. 

 

Key Differences in Usage 

Agony is frequently associated with the body's struggle against intense sensation. You might describe 

someone "writhing in agony" after a serious physical injury. 

 

Anguish points to the extremity of grief that terrifies the spirit and often feels insupportable. For example, 

a parent might feel "anguish over the loss of a child".  

In essence, while both words express a peak level of suffering, "agony" more readily brings to mind the 

raw, immediate sensation of intense pain, while "anguish" emphasizes the deep, psychological distress and 

despair. 

Temperament of Agony & Anguish- Melancholy 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 
 

Rubrics 

 Murphy Repertory– Mind – AGONY, Anguish 

Mind - AGONY, anguish 

acet-ac. ACON. aeth. aloe alum. am-caust. ambr. Anac. anh. ant-ar. ant-t. Apis aran. arg-met. Arg-n. Arn. 

ARS. ars-s-f. asaf. asar. Aur. aur-ar. BELL. Bism. bov. bufo buni-o. buth-a. calad. CALC. CALC-AR. 

calc-f. camph. CANN-I. Carb-v. carbn-o. CARC. CAUST. cedr. cham. chin. chlorpr. cob-n. coca Coff. 

coloc. Crot-c. crot-h. Cupr. cyt-l. der. des-ac. DIG. foll. Gels. GRAPH. halo. hed. HEP. hoit. hydrog. 



Hyos. Jatr-c. Kali-ar. kali-c. kali-i. lach. lact. Lat-m. levo. Lob. LYC. Mag-c. mag-m. mag-s. MERC. 

mosch. mur-ac. murx. naja nat-act. nat-c. nep. nit-ac. Nux-v. oena. onop. Op. perh. Phos. plan. PLAT. Plb. 

pneu. Psor. Puls. rauw. rhus-t. saroth. Sars. Scor. sec. sep. stann. Stram. sulfonam. sulph. tarent. thala. thea 

thuj-l. thyr. tril-p. verat. vip. vip-a. Zinc-val. 

 

 Synthesis Repertory- Mind- Anguish 

MIND - ANGUISH 

acet-ac. ACON. Adren. aeth. aloe alum. am-c. am-caust. am-m. ambr. amp. amyg. Anac. androc. anh. ant-

ar. ant-t. Apis aran. aran-ix. arg-met. Arg-n. Arn. ARS. ars-s-f. asaf. asar. Aur. aur-ar. bamb-a. BELL. 

Bism. Bism-sn. bov. brass-n-o. bry. bufo buni-o. buth-a. calad. CALC. CALC-AR. calc-f. calen. camph. 

CANN-I. Carb-v. carbn-o. Carc. cardios-h. CAUST. cedr. cham. chin. chlorpr. cic. cimic. cob-n. coca 

Coff. coloc. Croc. Crot-c. crot-h. Cupr. Cupr-act. cyt-l. der. des-ac. DIG. Elec. falco-pe. foll. galv. Gels. 

GRAPH. halo. hed. hell. HEP. hoit. Hydr. hydrog. Hyos. ign. Jatr-c. Kali-ar. kali-c. kali-i. lach. lact. lact-

v. Lat-m. levo. Lob. LYC. Mag-c. mag-m. mag-s. Merc. Mez. mosch. mur-ac. murx. naja nat-ar. nat-c. nep. 

nit-ac. Nux-v. oena. onop. op. ox-ac. perh. Phos. plan. PLAT. Plb. pneu. psil. Psor. Puls. rauw. rhus-t. 

saroth. Sars. sec. sep. stann. Stram. sulfonam. sulph. tanac. tarent. thala. thea thuj. thuj-l. thyr. thyreotr. tril-

c. tril-p. v-a-b. verat. vip. vip-a. Zinc-val. 

 

INDICATED REMEDIES 

Typically associated with violent physical suffering: 

 Aconite – agonised fear, predicts death, Used for sudden, intense pain or distress, especially when 

accompanied by extreme fear, panic, and restlessness, or a fear of death. It is often indicated in acute 

conditions of severe intensity and sudden onset. 

Arsenicum album – agony with restlessness, fear of death 

Belladonna- Used for intense, throbbing, and sudden-onset pain, often accompanied by heat, redness, and 

inflammation.  

Calcarea carb- intense mental and physical distress experienced by individuals who fit the Calcarea 

carbonica profile when their condition is severe or they feel overwhelmed. This "agony" often manifests as 

extreme anxiety, fear, and a sense of hopelessness, rather than just physical pain.  

Calcarea Ars-  intense mental and physical suffering, or anguish and restlessness 

Camphora – coldness and death- 

Cannabis Indica- intense physical and emotional suffering. agony 

Causticum-  Causticum is  used for symptoms associated with various forms of "agony," particularly 

those involving intense mental or emotional suffering, grief, sorrow, and deep anxiety.  

Graphitis- to address physical and emotional distress, including grief, anxiety, restlessness, and various 

types of pain, particularly when associated with characteristic skin conditions and digestive issues.  

Cinchona – agony from blood loss 

Hepar Sulph- painful, highly sensitive conditions, particularly those involving pus formation 

(suppuration), where the patient experiences significant agony that is worse from cold and touch and 

often described as a splinter-like pain.  

Platina- intense physical pain and profound emotional or mental distress, often characterized by a feeling 

of superiority, anxiety, or hysteria. The term "agony" in this context refers to a state of extreme suffering, 

which in the Platina symptom picture can manifest both physically and psychologically.  

 Veratrum album – collapse + death agony 

 

Source Books-  

 Homeopathic Medical Repertory by Robin Murphy. 

 Lotus Materia Medica by Robin Murphy, ND 2nd Revised edition 

 Synthesis - Repertorium Homeopathicum Syntheticum 9.1  

by Dr Frederik Schroyens MD 

 Boenninghausen’s Characteristics Materia Medica & Repertory with word 

index by Dr. Cyrus Maxwell Boger M.D., Reprint Edition June 2014. 

 Boericke’s New Manual of Homoeopathic Materia Medica with Repertory 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.in/Dr-Frederik-Schroyens-MD/e/B00JJ1YCL4/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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